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(57) Abstract: An error correction method for performing error correction to an error correction unit block containing interleaved 
main data. A code string is rearranged according to the error correction order. Only at every byte position of a code string at the 
boundary between the main data area and the sub-data area or the SY area, it is judged whether corresponding lost position informa- 
tion indicates that data is lost and lost position information is set only at a position where new lost position information is acquired. 
For the other byte positions, lost position information of the same byte position of the code string preceding n the error correction 
order is set. However, if the preceding 
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code string is an uncorrectable code string, the error correction order sets lost position information for all the byte positions of the 
code string next to the uncorrectable code string. The lost position information is set for the next code string and after until the object 
byte position becomes the next boundary between the main data area and the sub-data area or the SY area. Thus, it is possible to 
reduce the time required for error correction. 
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